gs- + be broughr-vpon us ore "his Howanr, *will 


| | . Diſtreſſes never 
bs amities never To ſtrong'and un- 
k have both our Saviour's Example, 
*to- dire: u5;,and. his Promiſe, to ſupport us ; who 
1 hath F'=3 itupomRecord,” That if we Suffer with. 
bin, IU alſo Reign with bin : 
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on ſome more able Perſon, to have given you Satisfation in the matter you'there propoſe relating 50 the” 
Duke; who, you ſeem to infinuate, was like ( if the Parliament had continued ) to ha | 2 
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ve received hard 
meaſure. I rauſt Ingenuouſly confeſs to you, I was not long fince perfealy of your Opinjon, and thought it. | 
the higheſt Injuſtice unaginable, for any Prince to be debar*d of his Native Right of Succeſſion.upon any pre- 
tence whatſoever. But upon a more mature deliberation and enquiry, 1 found my Error proceeded princi- 
pally from the falſe Notions I had took up of Government it ſelf, and from my Ignorance. of the prafiifcy : 
of al Communities of Men in all Ages, whenever ſelf-preſervation and neceſſity of Heir Affairs Obliged them. 
to Declare their Opinion in Caſes of the like.Nature: To the knowledge of all which, the following Acdi-: © 
dent I —— » you, did way, much MR | YT TRY . 5 
-.M ions obliging me one day to attend the coming of a Friend in a Coffee-houſe near Chariot * 
Fa Rangare to fit at the ſame Table with me two on, Jon Gentlemen, who according to aig ne : 
Converſation now uſed in the Town, began a Diſcourſe on the ſame Subjef you deſire to be mare particular 
informed in; and having Extolled the late Houſe of Commons as the beſt number of Men that had 'ever © 
within thoſe. Walls ; and that no Houſe had ever more vigorouſly :maintained and aſſerted Engliſh Liberty | 
Proteſtant Religion, than they had done, as far as the Nature' of the things that came before them, and the 
Circumſtances of time would admit ( to all which I very readily and heartily affented; ) they then added, That; 
the: great Wiſdom and Zeal of that Houſe had ap in nothing more, than in'Ordering a Bill to be brought 73 
Jn for debarring the Duke of T. from Inheriting the Crown. A Law they affirmed to be the moſt juſt and rea-, 
ſonable in the World, and the only proper Remedy to Eſtabliſh this Nation on a true and ſolid Intereſt, both in 
Relationto the preſent and future times. 491: | Md Cue m: 
- To which I could not but Reply, Thatl begged their Pardon if I differed from them in Opinion : and did' 
believe, that how honeſtly ſocver the Houſe of Commons might intend inthat matter, yet that the point of Suc- 
cefſion wasſ0-Sacred a thing, and of fo high a Nature, that it was not Subjedted to their izance : That 
was of . Divine Right : That Princes Succeeded by Nature and Generation only, and not by Auche” 
_ xity, - Admiſſion, or Approbation of the People; and conſequently, that neither the Merit or Demerit of their 
Perſons, nor the different influences from thence upon the People;/ were to be reſpetted or had in conſideration 3 *. 
but the-Common-wealth ought to Obey and ſubmit to the next Heir, without any further Inquiſition ; and if = 
he proved a Worthy, Vertuous, and Juft Princg, it was a great Happineſs ; if Unjuſt, Barbarous, and Ty Wo 
rannical,. there was no other Remedy, but-Prayer, Patience, and an-intire Submiſſion ts ſo difficalt a Diſnen. + 
fation of Gods Providence. 16s | 2.43 Þ SS, pens pf 
.* IT had no ſooner ended my Diſcourſe, but one of the Gentlemen ( that was the moſt ſerious in the Compa-.. 
ny) ſecing me a Young Man, gravely Rage ; "That he could not but be extreamly concerned to hear that 
Mach pernicious Notions againſt all Lawful Government, had-been Taught in the World : ''That he believed - 
they were in me purely the effeds of an Univerſity-Education ; and that it had been my mixfortiihne to have had 
a _ igh Church-man for my Tutor, who had endeavoured (8 it was their conſtant pradtiſe to.all. Young 
Gentlemen under their Care ) to Debauch me with ſuch Principles as would enflave my Mind to their Hierar-; 
chy, and the Monarchical part of the Government, without any Regard at all to the Ariftocratical and Popu-- 
br; and that fat Parſonages, Prebendſhips, Deanaries, and Epiſcopal Sees, were the certain and conſtant Re-. 
wards of ſach Services : That the place we were in, was # little to. Publick for Diſcourſes of | this Nature 
biit if I would'accept of a Bottle of Wine at the next Tavern, he would undertake to give me juſter IOW” 24 Ho 
adding, it was pity ſo hopeful a Gentleman ſhould be tainted with bad Principles. My Friend coming in P-- | 
the ſame time, proved to be one of their particular Acquaintance'z and both he and 1 readily complicd with fo 
Generous: a motion. Tt Is? | -- "In 
. We had no ſooner drank a Glaſs round, but the Old Gentlemari was pleaſed to renew his Diſcourſe, ad 
ſaid, It was undoubtedly true, that the inclination.of Mankind to Live in Company (from whence come' 
Towns, Cities, and Common-wealths) did proceed of Nature, and conſequently of God the Author of Na- 
ture, So. likewiſe Government, and the Juriſdiftion of Magiſtrates in general (which does neceflarily. flow 
from the living together in Society) is alſo of Nature, and Ordained by God for the common good ing an-- 
Kind ; but that the particular ſpecies and forms of this or that Government, 'in this or that manner; To.have. 
many, few, or one Governour.z 'or that they ſhould have this or that Authority; moreor. leſs, for a longer or- 
a ſhorter time ; or whether ordinarily by. Succeſſion or by Eleftion: All theſe things ( he ſaid ) are Ordained' 
and Diverſified oy the particular poſitive Laws of © every Countrey, and are not Eftabliſh*d either by Lai Na- 
tural or Divine, ,but left by Godunto every Nation and Countrey, to pitch uþon what Form of Government. 
they ſhall think moſt proper to promote the common good of the whole, and beſt adapted to the Natures, ( on-, 
Kitutions, and other Circumſtances of the People 3 which accordingly for the ſame Reaſons may be altered or 
amended in any of. its. parts,. by the' mutual Conſent of the Governours and Governed, 'whenevet they ſhall ſee 
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Reaſonable cauſe ſo to do all: which appears plainly, both from the diverſity of Governments extant in the. 
World, and by the ſame Nations living ſometimes under one ſort of Govertuticns, and Omer REN 
ther. So we ſee God himſelf permitted his peculiar People the Fews to live under divers Forms of 'Govers- . 
ment z as firſt, under Patriarchs, then under Captains, Sn under Judges, then under High-Pritfts; next ode 2 
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elves alſo 6rft = yed& under Kings, and then Conſuls;>, whoſe authority they afterwards limited by a Senate, b 

adding Tribunes of the Phopla: and in extraordinary emergencies ofthe Comionweatth they werk amed 
by Ditators, and laft of all by Emperors. So that it's plain no Magiſtrate has his particular Government, or 
Can Intereſt of ſucceſſion init, by any Inſtitution of Nature, but only by the particular Conſtitution of the Com- 
emonwealth within it ſelf. * And as the kinds of Government are nr, ſo alſo are the meaſures of Power 
* and Authority in the ſame kind, in different Countreys. 
|  T ſhall begin, (faid he) with that of the Roman Empire, which though it be the firſt in dignity among Chrifti- 
- an Princes, yet it is ſo reſtrainedand limited by the particular Laws of the Empire, that he can do much leſsin 
| his State, than other Kings intheirs, He can neither make War, nor exact any Contribution of Men or Mo- 
© ney, but by the conſent of allthe States of the German Diet: And as for his Children and Relations, they have 
| no Intereſt or pretence to ſucceed, butonly by Eleftion, if they ſhall be thought Worthy. Nay, the chicfeſt 
-. Article the Emperour ſwears to'keep at his admiſſion to that Honour, is, That he ſhall never endeavour to make 


thy Dignity of the Empire Heriditary to his Family. Ig 
In Spain and in France, the Priviedges of Kings are much more eminent, both in Power and Succeſſion ; 
> their Authority is more abſolute, every Order of theirs having the validity of aLaw, and their next of blood 
+ does ordinarily inherit, though in a different manner. In Spain the next Heir cannot ſucceed but by the appro- 
” bation of the Nobility, Biſhops, and States of the Realm. In Frence the Women are not admitted to ſucceed, 
ſet them be never ſo lineally deſcended. In England our Kings are much more limited and confined in their 
* Power, than either of the two former z for here no Law can be made but by conſent and Authority of Parlia- 
- ment; and es to the point of Succeſſion, the next of kin is admitted, unleſs inextraordinary cafes, and when 
| - important Reaſon of Staterequire an alteration : And then the Parliaments of England (according to the An- 
: "Ont Laws and Statutes of the Realm ) have fr tly direted and appointed the ſucceſſion of the Crownin 
* - other tnanner than in courſe it would have gone ; of which I ſhall give you ſome Examples in order. 
{ But firſtlet us look abroad, and ſee how things have been capried as to this point in other Countreys. 
_ © Amongſt the Fews the Law of Succeflion did ordinarily hold ; and accordingly Rehoboamthe Lawful Son and 
Teir of olomans; after his Fathers deceaſe, -went to Sichem to be crowned and admitted by the People; and 
* the whole body of the People of 1/raet being there gathered together,did (before they would admit him thei 
lawful King) make unto him certain propoſitions for taking away ſome heavy Taxes that had been impoſed on 
- them by his Father Solomon, which he refuſing to nentibe hem in, and following the advice of young men, Ten 
'* of the Twelve Tribes immediately (chooſe Feroþoam, a Servantof Rhehoboam?s, a meer. ſtranger, and of mean 
© Parentage, and made him their King ;- and Godapproved thereof, as the Scriptures in expreſs, words do teſti» 
' fie: for when Rhehoboam had raiſed an Army of One hundred and fourſcore thouſand men, intending-by. forge 
| of Arms to have juſtified his Claim, God appeared unto Semajah, and commanded him to-go to Rheboboam, and 
to the Houſe of 7udah and Benjamin, ſaying, Return every man to his Houſe, fo r this thing is of me, ſaith the 
Lord. So that ſince God did permit and allow this in his own Commonwealth,: which was tobe the Za 
for all others, no doubt he Ns ants the ſame in other.Kingdoms,whenever his ſervice and glory, or the haps 
pineſs of the Weal-publick ſhall require.itz . if | Wake 
* The next Inſtance,, I ſhall give you, ſhall be in _— Don Alonſo de la Cerda having beenadmitted 
Prince of Spain in his Father*life-time ( according tothe C of that Realm) married Blancha Daughter of 
Lewis the firſt King-of France, and had by her two ſons Named Alonſoand' Hernands de 1a Cerda ; but their 
Father ( who was only Prince ) dying before Alonſo the ninth then King, he recommended them to the Realm 
as lawful Heirs apparent to the Crown : But Don Sarcho their Fathers younger Brother, who was a great Wars 
rier, and firnamed E! Bravo, was admitted Prince; and they put by, intheir Grandfathers life-time, by his 
and the States conſent; and this was done at a Parliament hel3 at Sogovia, inthe year 1276: Andin the years 
7284. (nſ the gth. being dead) Don Sancho was acknowledg'd King, and the two Princes impriſoned z 
but at the Mediation of Php the third, King of France, their Uncle, they were ſet free,. and endowed 
with confiderable Revenues in Land, and from them do deſcend the Dukes de XMdina Celiat this day ; and the 
preſent King of- Spasn that is in-pofſeſfion, deſcendeth from Don Sancho. 
* 1hFrance, Lewis the 4th. had two Sons, Lithairin, who ſucceeded him, - and Charles whom he made Duke 
of Lorrain. Lothairin dying, left an only Son named Zewss, who dying without Iflue after he had reigned 
two years, the Crown was to have deſcended on his Uncle Charles Duke of Lorrain. But the States. of France 
- did exclude him, and choſe Hugo Caperns, Earl of Paris, for their King ; and in an Oration made by their Em- 
bafſadour toCharles of Lorrain; did give anaccount of their Reaſons for ſo doing, as it is related by Beſforeſt, 
 a4FyenchHiſtorian, intheſe very words : : ; FTE ru”: 
' - Every man knoweth (Lord Charles) that the Succeſſion of the Crown and Kingdom of France, acco: :/1;17 to the 
erdizary- Rights and Luws of the ſame, belongeth nnto you, and not wmo Hugh, Capet now our King. + Bu: yer the 
Jame Laws which do give unto you ſuch Right of Succeſſion, de judge you alſo unworthy of the ſame,' for that you 115ve 
not endeavoured hitherto to frame your life according to the preſcriptof thoſe Laws, nor according to the-uſe 1119 Cu 
ſham of the K ingdomof France, but rather have alied your ſelf with the Gerinans onr old Enemnes, und have 1cc/to- 
med yohr ſelf to their vile and baſe manners. Wherefore ſince you have abundoned and forſaken the Ancient Virtues 
Amity, and ſweetneſs of your Cuantrey, your Countrey has alſo abandoned and forſaken you; for we have choſen Hugh 
Capet for our King, and have pe yen''y, and this without ay, ſeruple in our Conſciences at all; afteenune it far 
better and more juſt to live under Hugh Capet, the poſſeſſor of the Grown, with enjoying the ancient uſe of our Laws, 
Ouftoms, Priviledges, and Liberties; than under you the next Heir byblaod, m Oppreſſions, ftrange Cuſtome,. and 
Cruelty. For as they who are to makes 4 Voyage tn a Ship on a dangerotts Seay, do not fo nuich reſpett whether the Pilot 
. "claims Title tothe Ship or no, but rather whether he be skilful, valiant; and like ro bring themin ſafety to their ways 
end ;, even ſo our principal care is to have 4 good Prince to lead and guide us rug gt way of Civil and Poli 
rick life, which 5s the End for which Princes are appojnted. * And with this Meflage cnded his Succeſſion and 
OE erin Prin... ne. 
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Kings, and thenunder Captains and High-Prieſts again, until they were conquered by the Romans, who them- 
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"ſue in a Legal courſe Notori@s Offenders, and Conſult and Adviſe the ſecurity of the Government and Profe- 


| Quick-ſands of our own wicked Inventions? [viz.. the Bill againſt the Duke. ] 
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og now I ſhall come home, and give. you an Inſtance of twoin Englerd, ſince the Conqueſt; and fo: evn* 
Ci ©, : ; , P +4 MD F © q 
William Rufus, ſecond Son of Williamthe-Gatqueror, by the aſſiſtance of Lanfrank, Archbiſhop of Catters } 
bury, who hada great opinion of his Virtye and Probity, _ admitted King ray on, Free” the | Realm, his 
elder Brother Robert Duke of Normandy being then in the War at Zeruſalem. William dying, his yo Bros - 
ther Hwy by his ingenuity ard fair carriage, .and by the afliſtance of Henry Earl of Warwich, who had greats? 
eſt intereſt in the Nobility; and Maurice Biſhop of London, aleading-manamongR the Clergy, obtained alfs © 
the Crown. And Robert Duke of Normandy was a ſecond time excluded. ' And this King Heiry © 
could pretend no other Title to the Crown than the EleQtion and admiſſion of the Realm, iyet he' deferidedith9 - 
well ;- and Cod proſpered him with ſuch ſneceſs, that when his elder Brother Robert came to claim the Kingdom 
by force of Arms, he beat himin a Pitcht-Battle, took him Priſoner, and ſo he dyed miſerably in Bonds: + 
King Herry had one only wh a named aud, or Matilda, who was married tothe: Emperor; and - 
he dying without iſſue, ſhe was afterwards married to Geefry Plantagener Earl of Anjou in France, by whom : 
ſhe had a Son named Henry, whom his Grandfather declared Heir-apparent to the Crown'in his liftinge'$ 
yet after his death, Henry was excluded, and Stephen Earl of Bulloine, Son of Adela; 'Danghter of William * 
the Conquerour, was by the States thought more fit to govern; than Prince Hemy, who was ther but-a-Childi- > 
And this was done by the perſwaſion of Hexry Biſhop of Wincheſter, arid it the folicitation-of the Abhot''of 7 
Glaftenbury and others, who: thought they, might do the ſame Lawfully, and with a good Conſcierice, for the 
Publick good of the Realm. ww oF Fab $4 41 2,501.6 IE 
But the Event did not prove-ſo well 2s they intended : for this occafioried great Fafions'and Diviſions'in the - 
Kingdom ;; for.the quieting of which, there was a Parliament held at Wallingford, which paſſed a Law, That 
Stephen ſhould be King only during his Life, and that Prince Henry and his Off-fpring ſhould fucceed him; and © * 
ame Law debarred Wiliam.Son of King Stepher: from inheriting the Crowns and only made hins Earl © 

O Ie OR « opal es J of ry v'7; oo ett ; ' re 
| Thus did the Parliament difpoſe of the Crown in thoſe days, which wagin the year 3 1534 / which ſafhcieatly. 
proves what I have afferted. -  » |  HO7- 2 OY 980 
The fum of all I have faid, -amounts tp this : That Governiment in general is by the 'Law of Nature, arid 
conſequently the Ordinance of God/;--but that the different forms of Government, whether t6 Reſide in One; 
Few, or Many ; or whether it ſhall be continued by Succeſſion. or by Ele&ion, together with the different 
meaſures and [imitations of Power and Authority in Governours of the fame kind in ſeveral. Qatveror 
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theſe things, I ſay, are ordained by, and purely depend upon. Poſitive and Humans Laws: | From 'whenee it 
will neceffarily follow, That the fame Human Authority (reſiding in King, Lords and Commons, here iiBuþs 
land) which gave being to thoſe Laws for the: goodiof the Cominunity, is Sdperintendent'over theni, aridbboth 
may on; oog}s to make any Addition tos or Alteration of them, when the publick Good and: Welfats'of the 
Nation ſhall requireit z unleſs you will admit,: That an Hymart[Authority, <ftabliſhing wo ori Smear. | 
for the common goed of the: Society, which in traft of thme, by: reafowof unforeſeen Ciroimftances gnd-E> 
encies,. proves'deftrudtive of it, has by that AF concluded it ſelf, and [made thar accidental £vil;: Mural 
and fincha le, which to affirm is Senſlefs.and Repugnint: Tent 117 on BRA $00 A Va 
And now, Sir, I hope by thistime (faid the Old Gentleman) you begin to think that the.Bill-for difibling-the 
Duke, wes fot ſo unjuſt and imreafonable as was pretended; an4 thatthe donrſe of Sucteſſiont: being founded 
ypon-the ſame” bottom: with other Civil -Conftitutions) might likewiſe as juſtly have: been altered by the King, 
Lords, and ComnTions, : as-any, other Law or, Cuſtom whateyer.:c 011103) VION 973 [1ONIHERITE'S: - +552 30 G03 7H 
- And here Ltnight conclude; But becauſe q late Penriavary Penihas-publickly Arraigh Sths WiſdorLohilltyy - | 
and Juſtice of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, on the Account of this Bill, I will ex abunda##/add'wword 
of twe more teithat patficular,- [een f nl Gon © be nonndt on Br nnopaſeen ws bY of 
Whentupbn: he pluckt a Paper out of his Pocket, Entituled, :Great- avid-wes fr no nee een es He 
Dies and Succefſot of the: Griwns. &c.: Which as ſoon as hehad read tmts'us;}. V'ou ſee here" (faid he? 'f | 
temper of thoſe men, of whom I firſt gave you Caution: 'There1neverivwasiratdeayour though ip s Lofatand 
Parliamentary way) after any Reformation either in Church'or State, but the Promoters of it were ſure to be _ -: 
branded by them with the Qdious imputations of Fanaticiſm and Fattion: Nay if the Countrey Electors of Par- 
lament-men, «will-net pitth apo uchRake-hels of the Nation as are uſually-propoſed by them, but on the - 
contrary, ndlce uſe of their Freedom and Conſciences in chufing Able, Upright, and Deſerving-Perſons; and - : 
if good men thus choſen, debut (according to their Duty inthe Houſe) enquire into publick Grievances, pur=. -. 
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ſtant Religion, the high Church-man immediately ſwells, and in a paſſion tells you, That all this proceeds from © * 
the Old Phanatick Leven, not yet worn out amongſt the People : "That we are going back again to Forty One 3 - 
and ating over afrcſh the fins of our Forefathers. Ps "Fo : 
Thus ignorantly do they Complement the Times and Perſons they endeavour to Expoſe, by Appropriating 
to them ſiich Virtues as were common to good men in all Ages: But enough, of this; | 
In the next place pray obſerve how Hypocritically the Conſiderer puts this Queſtion, viz: 


Whether Proteſtant Religion was not ſetled in this Nation by the ſame mighty hand of God, that eftabliſnt Tero+ ** 
boam in the Kingdom of Iſrael ? [And then add] HP hether we ike that wicked King ) ſhould ſo far deſpair of __ 
Gods Providence in preſerving the work of his Hank, er to think.it Safe unleſs it be EftabliſIt on the ; 


And throughout his whole Diſcourſe, he-frequently calls all Care of preſerving our Religion, a miſtruſt-of . 
God's Providence ; and on that ſcore calls out to the Nation, O ye of little Faith, &c. Nowlwill allow him, 
That the leaſt evil is not to. be done, 'that the ome and moſt important Good may enſue : But that the Bill 
for Difabling the Duke, is highly Juſtifiable by the'Laws of God, and Conſtitution of our Government, / 
I think by my former Diſcourſe I have left uo room to Doubt ; and the Gpſiderer having ſearce attempted to > 
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